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Rule Summary 

• 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

SANANTONIO 

Texas A&M University-San Antonio (A&M-San Antonio) is committed to protecting faculty, 
staff, students, visitors, the general public, and the environment from the risk of exposure to 
biohazardous materials, biological toxins, and to ensuring that all activities involving biohazardous 
materials and the facilities used to conduct such work are in compliance with applicable federal 
and state laws, and federal, state, local, system, and A&M-San Antonio regulations and guidelines. 

Reason for Rule 

The Texas A&M University System (System) Regulation 15. 99. 06 Use o(Biohazardous Materials 
in Research. Testing. and Teaching requires A&M-San Antonio to establish campus procedures 
and administrative responsibilities regarding the use of biohazardous materials in all research, 
teaching, or testing activities. 

Procedures and Responsibilities 

1. BIOHAZARDOUS MATERIALS

1.1 A biohazardous material is any material that contains: 

a) Biological Agents (bacteria, rickettsia, fungi, viruses, protozoa, parasites, and prions)
that may cause disease in humans, animals, or plants;

b) Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules as defined in the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant or
Synthetic Nucleic Acid Molecules (NIH Guidelines). Recombinant and Synthetic
Nucleic Acid Molecules are 
1. Molecules that (a) are constructed by joining nucleic acid molecules and (b) can

replicate in a living cell; i.e., recombinant nucleic acids;
2. Nucleic acid molecules that are chemically or by other means synthesized or

amplified, including those that are chemically or otherwise modified but can base
pair with naturally occurring nucleic acid molecules; i.e., synthetic nucleic acids;
or
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